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             Gregory P. Kurtz 
     Mayor 

City of Independence, Ohio 
                                                       (216) 524-4131         

            

 

 

                                

 
MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR JANUARY 14, 2022  

 
 
 

Police Promotions 

 

The City held a swearing-in ceremony on Tuesday, January 11th to recognize the 

promotions of Sergeants Mike Murphy and Mark Buehner to the rank of Lieutenant.  

During his 16 years with the Independence Police Department, Lt. Murphy has been a 

detective, sergeant, and oversaw the Field Training Program.  Murphy began his career 

with the Garfield Heights Police Department where he served for seven years and has 

earned multiple criminal investigation certifications. He attended Padua Franciscan 

High School and Cleveland State University.  

Lt. Murphy and his wife Brandy (pictured above far right) and their two sons are proud 

Independence residents.  
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Lt. Buehner, a ten-year veteran of the Independence Police Department, began his law 

enforcement career with the Euclid Police Department. He has been a SWAT member, 

firearms instructor, representative to the DEA task force, and an instructor with our 

Field Training Program.   

Buehner holds a bachelor’s degree in criminology from Ohio University.  He and wife 

Raquel are pictured above (far left).   

 

 

Military Care Packages 

Local children helped to assemble care 

packages for Army Reservist Greg Borowski 

and his special unit that recently deployed 

overseas.  It was part of the Time for Us (TFU) 

program that Claudia Duhan and Erin Spencer 

run.  

Borowski’s 3-year-old daughter Evelyn 

(pictured here with her grandmother Betty), 

was one of the tiny but mighty tikes who 

packed snacks, socks, canned tuna, trail mix, 

toothbrushes and other essentials to ship to 

Borowski and his team.  

In addition to serving in the U.S. Army 

Reserves, Borowski is a registered nurse at the 

VA Hospital in Cleveland.   

The Borowski Family goes back generations 

here in Independence.  On behalf of the entire 

City, I want to extend our appreciation and 

admiration for your service, sacrifice, and 

dedication to our country.  
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Property Tax Deadline Extended  

The Cuyahoga County Treasurer’s Office has extended the deadline for 

residents to pay their property taxes from Thursday, Jan. 27, 2022, to 

Thursday, Feb. 10, 2022, due to delays in mailing out tax bills.   

Please be aware that bills received in the mail will list the original deadline date.  The 

correct deadline is Thursday, Feb. 10th.  

Property owners have several options on how to pay in Cuyahoga County including 

paying online or by phone. However, online and phone payment options might not 

be available for properties in foreclosure or with a tax lien. 

Property owners can find out how much they owe by going online to the treasurer’s 

website, or by calling or emailing the Treasurer’s Office directly at 216,443,7420 
or treascomment@cuyahogacounty.us. 

 

 

A Sure Sign Spring is Around the Corner  

Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) has become a popular 

way for consumers to buy local, seasonal food directly from 

farmers.  

Independence Local Schools are excited to again partner with 

local farm Grace Brothers Nursery to provide fresh, organic 

produce, dairy, and meats through a CSA.  

The Independence CSA runs weekly from late Spring to early 

Fall. All pickups will be from the Independence Middle School 

parking lot.    

The Independence CSA is open to EVERYBODY --it is not 

limited to residents or parents.    If you know anyone who may be interested, please 

share this link:  tinyurl.com/IndependenceCSA 

If you are interested in joining the Independence CSA, please fill out this brief form.  For 

more detailed information, click here.  

 

 

 

https://treasurer.cuyahogacounty.us/en-US/view-pay-tax-bill.aspx
https://treasurer.cuyahogacounty.us/en-US/view-pay-tax-bill.aspx
mailto:treascomment@cuyahogacounty.us
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2ftinyurl.com%2fIndependenceCSA&c=E,1,cHg_wxMbZ100EFpkINEacYgyJ9BsSqwTZbotqU4gINHJv6feNt9ezzE8cMk8UGiRkA-szzPZpO7Z2npVRdo3-myvt23YLPWqhNRznTBxxwMko1qM0g,,&typo=1
file://///user2019/home$/loraa/My%20Documents/tinyurl.com/IndependenceCSA
https://www.shopgracebros.com/community-supported-agriculture-summer
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Red Cross Drawing for Super Bowl Tickets  

The Red Cross announced this week that there is a national blood 

crisis. Due to the COVID pandemic, donor turnout is down and 

many blood drives have been cancelled. The Red Cross said it is 

the worst blood shortage in more than a decade. 

To motivate donors, the Red Cross is offering all donors in January a chance to win two 

tickets to the Super Bowl in Los Angeles on February 13th.  All donors will automatically 

be entered into the drawing to win two (2) Super Bowl tickets, an entry into the official 

NFL Tailgate, tickets to the Super Bowl experience, round-trip airfare to Los Angeles, 

three-night hotel accommodations and a $500 gift card for expenses. There are other 

prizes too including a “Big Game at Home” home-theater package and a $500 e-gift card 

for game-day food. 

The next Blood Drive at the Civic Center is Monday, January 24th in the Red Oak Room.  

Appointments are strongly recommended.   More information is available in the 

January/February edition of The Community Spotlight (page 27).   

Appointments can be made by visiting RedCrossBlood.org or by calling 1-800-RED 

CROSS. 

 

Learn About the Cuyahoga County Solar Co-Op! 

More and more Ohioans have been exploring solar power as an 

affordable way to reduce household energy costs while 

decreasing reliance on fossil fuels.  

Cuyahoga County residents have an opportunity to join the 

County’s 2022 Solar Co-op which is offered in partnership with 

Solar United Neighbors (a nonprofit solar advocacy group).   

There is no cost or obligation, and members may quit at any 

time. 

Members are educated about all aspects of solar power and vendor-neutral support 

throughout the entire process.  

Learn about the tax incentives, financing options, technical advances, costs, warranties, 

batteries, and car charging ports during one of the free, online informational sessions:  

 

Thursday, January 20th at 6pm  

https://www.redcrossblood.org/
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Tuesday, February 8th at 6pm  

Thursday, February 24th at 6 pm  

For more information, visit www.solarunitedneighbors.org and click on “Events” at the 
top of the webpage.  

Work From Home & Income Taxes    

Income Tax on the local level remains front-and-center in the news, especially here in 

the first part of the New Year since various local temporary income tax laws expired at 

the end of 2021. 

The Regional Income Tax Agency (RITA) held a three-hour “Municipal Income Tax 
Update” Webinar on Friday to discuss tax and legal issues surrounding work-from-

home/remote work models.  Find out more in Finance Director Vern Blaze’s 

Weekly Report for January 14, 2022.    

 
 

 

 

 

 

In observance of the federal holiday honoring the life and legacy of slain civil rights 

leader Martin Luther King Jr. on Monday, January 17th: 

• City Hall will be closed. 

• Independence Local Schools and other local school districts will be closed.  

• All federal, state, and county government offices will be closed. 

• Post offices will be closed, and there will be no regular mail delivery. 

• There will be no trash collection on Monday, Jan. 17th.  All trash and recycling will 

be delayed by one day and picked up on Tuesday, Jan. 18th.  

• The Recreation Department will be open 6 AM to 9 PM.  

 

 

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, 
please ask them to email their name to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.solarunitedneighbors.org&c=E,1,H23wA3X5sxmPOd8N9ztQADAjy1wwP6U2dp5p9RobTXNoR_DJBSwzcpzOysrVjEE8I24ijn0lIyEU0QoVdXxNF0unQvRNxvTg2Ienp19sF1WFxz0iKnpQ_OM5_w2lrg,,&typo=1
https://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-822
mailto:CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org

